Awareness Key for Hospice
Monday 11th May – Mercy Hospice Auckland will join with the other 27 hospices throughout the country to further raise the community’s understanding and knowledge of their services during Hospice Awareness Week 11 - 17 May.

Mercy Hospice Auckland CEO, Jan Nichols says the week is an important one on the Hospice calendar.

“The week is designed to assist us in raising much needed awareness and funds for Mercy Hospice Auckland. There are many myths when it comes to hospice and awareness is a constant battle.”
Ms. Nichols says many people are inclined to think that when someone is referred to hospice it is the end.

“Our awareness campaign this year is called ‘Living Every Moment’ and that is exactly what hospice is all about. Hospice is a philosophy around how to care for people who have a life-limiting illness. When we get busy in our daily lives we tend to forget that the best things in life don’t cost anything at all. Life is full of beautiful moments which we sometimes overlook as we rush through our days.”

Ms. Nichols says the care hospice provides ensures that people who face life limiting illnesses are cared for with the utmost professional skill, compassion and respect.

“We are experts in pain management and this is one of the barriers in preventing people with a life limiting illness to be able to do more. We have many amazing stories of patients who are living every moment.”

Hospice say there is always a concern if people don’t know about hospice as it simply means the likelihood of them accessing their services will be reduced. 

Hospice services are provided free to anyone with a life limiting illness and their family but of course there is a cost. Mercy Hospice Auckland need to raise the equivalent of $5,479 each day from the community with the remainder of the funding coming from the Auckland District Health Board.

During Awareness Week Mercy Hospice Auckland has several events taking place and is encouraging people to take part in the ‘Hospice Cup of Tea Moment.’ 

“The 'comfortable cup of tea' is a recognised tradition in hospice care, and in the community, as a way of showing hospitality and providing comfort. We’d love people to hold a ‘Hospice Cup of Tea Moment’ at their workplace or with a group of friends & family.  It's a great way of reminding us all how good it feels to share everyday moments, big or small with people we care about.”

The ‘Hospice Cup of Tea’ moment is proudly supported by Dilmah. Mercy Hospice Auckland will supply a pack which includes a poster, collection box and complimentary Dilmah tea in exchange for participants making a gold coin donation. More information is available by contacting Mercy Hospice Auckland or by visiting www.mercyhospice.org.nz. 
“There will also be a street collection on 15 and 16 May and during the week of Awareness Week, people can donate to hospice by simply adding a dollar to their grocery bill at New World supermarkets at Victoria Park, Panmure and Eastridge.”
Ms. Nichols says that while donations are essential to providing hospices services to the community, raising awareness of what hospice does and dispelling the myths is vital.

“People who have had hospice touch their lives know of the huge value we add but if this isn’t the case people’s view of hospice can be very wrong. We are strongly encouraging the public to learn more about what we do and also how they can support us through donating, giving their time as a volunteer and helping to educate others about what we do in the community.”

Hospice Awareness Week runs from 11 - 17 May 2009, for more information go to www.mercyhospice.org.nz ENDS 

About Mercy Hospice:

Mercy Hospice Auckland provides a range of specialist community palliative care and hospice services for people facing life limiting illnesses, caring for them with the utmost professional skill, compassion and quality of service. They also offer support to family, friends and carers to help them cope with problems arising from the illness and to rebuild their lives afterwards. 

All the services are offered free to patients and their families, regardless of age, ethnicity, means or religion if they live in the Auckland District Health Board area. Specialist inpatient care is also provided to people from Waiheke and the islands of the Hauraki Gulf. Services are provided 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

The range of services includes:

· Specialist care in the community 

· Thirteen specialist inpatient beds 

· Counselling and family, spiritual and cultural support 

· Education and training 

· Day Unit 

Mercy Hospice Auckland is a registered charity. The Auckland District Health Board provides approximately 65 percent of the total operating costs. The remainder, $2 million plus each year, is raised through donations, hospice shop income and an intense fundraising programme.

For more information or to speak to Jan Nichol please contact:

Jan Nichols

Chief Executive Officer

361 5966

Email: Jan.Nichols@mercyhospice.org.nz
OR
Verity Lee Sang
Fundraiser:  Corporate & Community Partnerships
361 5966

Email: verity.leesang @mercyhospice.org.nz  
Please note a range of photographs are available for your use or we are happy to create a photo opportunity for you. 

